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Status of the Water Supply 

on Waterford Foundation Properties 
 

October 2011 
 
 

The Waterford Foundation Board of Directors(BOD) established the Ad-Hoc Water Supply 
Committee in September 2010.    The decision to create this committee was made after several 
wells in the village went dry during the previous summer and the owner of the Arch House on 
Main Street requested permission to drill a new well on the Water Street Meadow.  The BOD 
realized that in order to make informed decisions about maintaining it’s properties and ensuring 
the long term viability of the Landmark, an assessment of existing Waterford Foundation 
Inc.(WFI) wells, water supply to WFI properties, and existing water related easements and 
policies was necessary.  This is one of two papers the committee prepared to assist the BOD with 
future decisions.   This white paper summarizes the water supply status for WFI properties as of 
October 2011, the other presents issues and information on community water supply systems. 
 

 WFI Properties 

The WFI owns and maintains 13 properties in the village of Waterford.  Only three of these 
properties have water supplied by a well and sewer connections, namely the Mill, Corner Store, 
and Old School. Serving as the WFI office, the Corner Store was the first to have a water supply 
and it came from the Community Well on Water Street Meadow(WSM) which was drilled in 
1974. The wells for the Mill and Old School were drilled in 1981. These buildings were the most 
frequently used and easiest to supply.  Although the North Meadow property is vacant, it does 
have a well owned by the WFI, but no sewer connection.  The Water Street Meadow is also a 
vacant property with several wells and no sewer, but the WFI does not own any of its active 
wells.  WFI properties that only have outbuildings, namely the Schooley Mill Barn, Forge, Red 
Barn, Bond Street Barn, and Philips Farm, do not have a water source, because it hasn’t been a 
requirement.  The Second Street School does not have a water supply because it’s preservation 
easement does not allow installation of a well or plumbing.  Attempts have been made to find 
water sources for the Chair Factory and John Wesley Community Church, but none have been 
successful, either because of regulation or funding. The current status of the existing WFI 
properties is summarized in Appendix I. 
 
 At this time, there are a total of 16 wells located on WFI property.  Of these, six of the wells are 
in use, the others are not being used or are abandoned.  Four of the wells that are in use are not 
owned by the WFI, but by village property owners, and are located on the Water Street 
Meadow(WSM).  The other two active wells are located on the Mill and Old School properties 
and serve those buildings.  It should be noted that one of the wells on the WSM that is owned by 
the Pink House, serves not only the Pink House, but also the Corner Store from 1982 until the 
present and the Tin Shop from 1982 until 2011. 
 
The WFI also owns two wells that are not on WFI property.  They are located in the North 
Meadow subdivision on property that was purchased by the WFI, subdivided and resold.  The 
100 foot well easements and 15 foot access easements are shown on the property plat and 
documented in the deed of subdivision.  The tables below provide a list of WFI wells. 
Property details, well codes and maps are located in Appendix II. 
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Wells on WFI Property 

Data from Loudoun County Health Department Records 

 Total 

No. Well ID 

yield 

gpm 

depth  

feet Status Owner* Note 

Mill 1 WWIN-1981-0168 3 240 Active WFI 

 
North Meadow 1 WWIN-1998-0115 5 620 Active WFI 

Not in 

Use 

Water St. Meadow 8 WWIN-1986-0327 
  

Abandoned WFI 

 

  
WWIN-1986-0328 4 420 Active Post Office 

#5 

  
WWIN-1982-0125 35 160 Active Pink House #1,5 

  
WWCO-1974-0152 1 500 Active WFI 

Not in 

Use 

  
WWIN-1991-0155 1 500 Active 

Weavers 

Cottage #5 

  
WWDH-1991-0097 

  
Abandoned WFI 

 

  
WWDH-1991-0014 

  
Abandoned WFI 

 

  
WWIN-1999-0178 <1 740 Active 

Talbott 

House #2, 6 

Old School 6 WWIN-1981-0198 2.25 121 Active WFI #3,4,5 

  
WWIN-1981-0199 No data No data Active WFI 

Not in 

Use 

  
WWDH-1993-0049 

 
350 Abandoned WFI 

 

  
WWDH-1993-0050 

 
600 Abandoned WFI 

 

  
WWDH-1993-0051 

 
100 Abandoned WFI 

 

  
WWHP-2008-0195 

 
400 Abandoned WFI 

 

*Property names/addresses are located in Appendix II 

 

Notes: #1  Shared with the Corner Store and ,until May 2011, the Tin Shop 

#2  Was supposed to be drilled on the Tiscione property, but  LC shows it on WF property 

#3  Shared with the Methodist Church 

#4 Yield test done in October 2011 

#5 Water Easement  in place w/WFI 

#6 Water Easement in place w/owner, well is assumed to be on WSM (this should be verified) 

 

 

Wells Owned by WFI, but not on WFI Property 
Data from Loudoun County Health Department Records  

 Total 

No. Well ID 

yield 

gpm 

depth  

feet Status Owner Note 

North Meadow 

Subdivision 

Nesbit lot 

1 WWIN-1998-0116 20 460 Active WFI Not in Use 

North Meadow 

Subdivision 

Bocek lot 

1 WWIN-1998-0362 20 400 Active WFI Not in Use 
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Well Easements 

Whenever a private well is installed on a property other than the owners, Virginia private well 
regulations require that a perpetual easement be created.  There are seven of these easements 
involving Waterford Foundation properties.  The oldest easement details the establishment and 
restrictions on a Community Well that was drilled on the Water Street Meadow and was funded 
by the WFI, WCA, and Loudoun County.  Three of the easements give permission to village 
residents to own and maintain wells on WFI WSM property for private use, namely the Pink 
House, Post Office and Weavers Cottage.  The Pink House well easement also gives the WFI 
rights to connect two WFI properties, so the Corner Store was connected to this well in 1982, 
since it had a higher yield than the Community Well, and the Tin Shop was also connected at 
that time. Before the Tin Shop was sold by the WFI in June 2011, a new well was drilled on the 
Tin Shop property and it was disconnected from the Pink House well. Of the three remaining 
easements, one gives the Methodist Church owner rights to use the WFI Old School well and the 
other gave Mr. Storch permission to install & maintain a waterline across the WSM and the last 
allows the WFI to own & maintain two wells on the North Meadow subdivision on properties 
now owned by the Nesbits & Boceks. 
  
The easements listed here are perpetual easements and run with the land.  A copy of each 
easement is located in Appendix III. 

 

Easement/Year 
Well 

Location 

Well id Well 

Owner 
Comments 

Community well 1974 WSM WWCO-1974-0152 WFI  Well paid for by WFI, WCA, & LC 

Pink House well  1982 WSM WWIN-1982-0125 Pink House WFI can connect 2 bldgs for WFI use 

Post Office well  1985 WSM WWIN-1986-0328 Post Office 
Pipe runs across Weavers cottage lot & 

along roadway 

Weavers Cottage well  1992 WSM WWIN-1991-0155 
Weavers 

Cottage 

Easement in deed of conveyance, 

terminates when connected to Public WS 

Methodist Church  1994 Old School WWIN-1981-0198 WFI 
Also grants right to use any new well 

installed on OS property 

Storch waterline  1996 
Glidden 

House 
n/a Glidden House 

Waterline  between Glidden & Hough 

houses on Arch House Row via WSM 

North Meadow wells  1999 
Nesbit&Bocek 

properties 

WWIN-1998-0116 

WWIN-1998-0362 
WFI 

Two utiity easements , labeled on Plat as 

Community Well easements 

 
 
Legal Obligations 

Because seven of the WFI buildings do not have a water supply, the requirements for adding this 
utility were explored.  The two factors that govern the installation of wells are governmental 
regulations and preservation easements.   
 
Virginia and Loudoun County Health Department Well Regulations 

When installing a new well, the WFI must get a permit from the Loudoun County Health 
Department, which is responsible for implementing and enforcing the regulatory requirements of 
the state.  The state regulations are minimum requirements that must be met and maybe further 
restricted through local ordinances.  If any of these requirements cannot be met, a variance must 
be requested and approved. 
 
Evaluating the proposed well usage and location is part of this permitting process.  The proposed 
well usage determines the type of well, such as Private, Public, or Community.  Once the type of 
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well is determined, the regulations for placement, construction, and maintenance of that type of 
well must be followed.  All existing WFI wells are defined as Private wells and a link for  The 

Commonwealth of Virginia, State Board of Health, Regulations for Private Wells is provided 
here: 

http://www.vdh.state.va.us/EnvironmentalHealth/Onsite/regulations/FormsDocs/documents/Well-regs-7-20-00.pdf 
 

Section 12 VAC 5-630-380 of these regulations, addresses well location, which, for Waterford, 
can be the most challenging criteria to satisfy.  In general, the siting of a well is evaluated with 
respect to the following items: 

 Sources of toxic or dangerous substances 

 Sources of potential pollution 

 Swampy conditions and flooding 

 Property lines, structures, and/or topographic features 

 Utility lines 
 
The Virginia state regulations are supplemented by the Loudoun County Codified Ordinances 
Chapter 1040: Water Wells, which can be found via this link: 

http://www.loudoun.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=326&fmpath=/Ordinances/Codified/Streets, Utilities and Public Services/Water 

 
This Chapter includes definitions and information on classification, location, construction, 
testing, disinfection, and inspection.  It describes how Private wells are classified as either Class 
II or Class III, depending on the parcel size.  Wells located on parcels of less than 3 acres are 
categorized as Class II and wells located on parcels 3 acres or greater are categorized as Class 
III.  The setbacks for well sites are defined for each well Class and are listed here ( per Appendix 
II, Table 1 of Chapter 1040): 
 

SOURCES OF POLLUTION MINIMUM DISTANCE (Feet) 

Source Class II 

< 3 acres 

 

Class III 

>= 3 acres 

Septic Tank 50 50 

Absorption Field 50 100 

Cesspools, Pit Privies, etc 150 150 

Sand Filters (watertight) 50 50 

Other Sewers 35 35 

Property Lines 10 10 

Foundation of Buildings of Solid Masonry 15 15 

Foundation of Buildings of Wood Framing or 

Wood Exterior 

50 100 

 
 

  

http://www.vdh.state.va.us/EnvironmentalHealth/Onsite/regulations/FormsDocs/documents/Well-regs-7-20-00.pdf
http://www.loudoun.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=326&fmpath=/Ordinances/Codified/Streets,%20Utilities%20and%20Public%20Services/Water
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Preservation Easements 

Aside from county and state approvals, the WFI must also comply with the restrictions set forth 
in its property’s preservation easements held by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation(NTHP), Virginia Department of Historic Resources(VDHR), the Virginia Outdoors 
Foundation(VOF), and Loudoun County(LC).  Of the current easements, only the Philips Farm 
and North Meadow easements specifically mention how utilities must be handled.   Except for 
the Second St. School and Water St. Meadow, all other easements imply that wells may be 
permitted by the easement holder in support of the permitted uses as stated in the easement.  
None of the easements address the issue of placing a well on WFI property to serve other 
properties whether or not they are owned by WFI.  This is a summary of the current preservation 
easements on WFI properties:  
 

WFI Property Easement Summary 

(This table is not a comprehensive list of all restrictions/allowances) 

  
Easement 

Holder 

Exterior 

Easement 

Interior 

Easement 

No Industrial or 

Commercial use  

Fair 

Explicitly

Allowed 

Farming 

Allowed 

Single 

Family 

Allowed 
 

Chair Factory VDHR X X X  1 X   X 
 

Corner Store VDHR X   X 1     X 
 

Forge VDHR X   X 1     X 
 

John Wesley Church VDHR X X X       
 

Mill NTHP X   X X   X 
 

Old School VDHR X   X X   X 
 

Red Barn VDHR X   X X X X 
 

Schooley Mill Barn VOF X   X X X   
 

Second St School NTHP X X X       
 

North Meadow  LC Open Space Easement X 1   X X 
 

Philips Farm VOF Open Space Easement X 1   X X 
 

Water St Meadow VDHR Open Space Easement X  X X   
 

Bond Street Barn No Easement 

1 – Exceptions listed in easement 

 

On May 10, 2011, the WFI met with three of its easement holders, NTHP, VDHR, and VOF.  
Aware of the water supply challenges within the Landmark, the easement holders stated that they 
would consider any future requests in support of solving water supply problems and would do 
what they could to assist the WFI, within the limits of the law, although they could not specify 
what they would or would not allow.  
 
 
Sites for New Wells 

After review of state regulations, county ordinances and easements, it appears that the Schooley 
Mill Barn, North Meadow, Old School, and Bond Street Barn properties have the greatest 
potential for approval of a new well.  The easement language of the Phillips Farm and Water St. 
Meadow properties is more restrictive, but they should not be discounted.    Although the 
easement language of the Mill may permit installation of additional wells, there may not be a 
suitable location due to periodic flooding.  The Chair Factory, John Wesley Community Church, 
Forge, and Red Barn may have siting problems as well, because of parcel size, setback 
requirements, and pollution considerations.  Variances are sometimes granted by the county for 
well sharing, so this is a water supply option that the WFI might also consider in the future. 
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The WFI will not know for certain whether a well would be permitted or denied on any property 
until permission is formally requested from the county and easement holder.   This was 
exemplified in August of 2010, when the WFI signed a contract to sell the Tin Shop.  The sales 
contract was contingent on finding an independent water source for the property which was 
being served by the Pink House well.   Because of the small lot size, , the property could not 
support a well location that satisfied Loudoun County’s 50 foot setback from existing wood 
frame foundations. The WFI had to request a waiver in order to apply for a well permit.   The 
waiver was granted with the following conditions: 

1. The deeds of the Red Barn and Tin Shop would be restricted to insure that no termite 
treatment would occur within 50’ of the well. 

2. The new well would be installed with 100 foot casing and grout for protection of the 
water supply. 

There were not any restrictions in the VDHR easement for the Tin Shop that prohibited a well, so 
a well was drilled on the property in February of 2011 and water was found at 540 feet, yielding 
20 gallons per minute(gpm).  The plumbing was then disconnected from the Pink House supply 
and connected to the new well.   The cost for this well installation was approximately $11,000. 
 
 
Recommendations 

After considering the status of WFI properties and policies, the Water Supply Committee 
recommends the follow actions: 

 The BOD should reevaluate and possibly revise the 2010 Well Policy(Appendix IV), 
focusing on the legality of charging for well easements and recognizing that regulations 
require the easement must be permanent(perpetual) and run with the land. 

 Any income resulting from well easements should be put in a water and sewer account 
for future WFI water related expenses. 

 Water quality tests should be performed for the Mill and Corner Store water supplies.  
There is already a plan for the OS well to provide potable water and this well is 
scheduled to be tested in the fall of 2011. 

 The BOD with support of the Properties Committee should once again explore water 
supply options for the Chair Factory and John Wesley Community Church, when funding 
is available. 

 
Also, since wells in the village of Waterford are typically low yield and the long term viability of 
these wells is unknown, the Water Supply Committee recommends that the WFI should take 
every opportunity to incorporate water conservation strategies and serve as a model for the 
community.  These best practices should apply to all current and future properties held by the 
WFI and include, but are not limited to: 

 In low yield situations, install water storage tanks in line with wells to serve as reservoirs 

 For new construction or renovation, grey water recycling systems and rainwater 
harvesting should be considered 

 Install low flow plumbing fixtures 

 Periodic check of fixtures and pipes for leaks 

 Encourage use of hand sanitizer vice hand washing 

 Consider use of porta-johns for events at venues with limited or no water supply 

 Plant drought resistant trees and shrubs 

 Collect rainwater in cisterns for watering landscaping 

 Employ new conservation techniques & technologies as they become available 
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Appendix I 

WFI Property Water Supply Summary  

 
Properties  with a water supply 

Name Fixtures Notes 

North Meadow 0 -No buildings 

Mill 1 toilet 

 1 sink 

 1 exterior spigot 

-Water Quality Unknown 

-Yield inconsistent 

Corner Store 1 toilet 

 2 sinks 

-Water Quality Unknown 

 

Old School- School House 3 toilets 

2 urinals 

4 sinks 

1 drinking fountain 

-Well failed 1993 bacteria test & metals 

were present 

-Well depth & yield unknown 

-Water quality & yield test scheduled for 

fall 2011 

Old School- Auditorium 2 toilets 

4 sinks 

1 dishwasher 

1 icemaker 

2 drinking fountains 

-Under construction 

-Reservoir & Water treatment planned 

- reservoir for sprinkler system planned, 

will be filled by water truck & independent 

of potable water system 

 

 

Properties without  a water supply 

Name Comments 

John Wesley Community Church Rough-in for 2 toilets & 4 sinks in basement 

Chair Factory Very small parcel 

Second Street School Porta-john outhouse, well/plumbing not permitted by easement 

Schooley Mill Barn Water supply has not been a requirement 

Red Barn Water supply has not been a requirement 

Forge Water supply has not been a requirement 

Bond Street Barn Water supply has not been a requirement 

Philips Farm No buildings, no wells 

Water Street Meadow No buildings, no active WFI wells 

 

 

Well Summary 

Property 
Well 

Count 

Active WFI 

Wells in 

use  

Active WFI 

Wells not in 

use 

Active Wells 

NOT owned by 

WFI 

Inactive or 

Abandoned Well 

Count 

Mill 1 1 0 0 0 

Water Street 

Meadow 
8 0 0 4 4 

Old School 6 1 0 0 5 

North Meadow 

WFI 
1 0 1 0 0 

North Meadow 

Nesbit/Bocek 
2 0 2 0 0 
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Appendix II 

Property Details 

Property Name Address PIN Tax Map Number 

Bocek Property 15383 Loyalty Rd 303-38-3893-000 /28//25/////2/  

Bond St Barn Liggett St, east side 303-36-3605-000 /28/A/2/////7/ 

Chair Factory 15502 Second St. 303-16-7394-000 /28/A/1/D///5A 

Corner Store 40183 Main St. 303-26-7725-000 /28/A/1/D///1/ 

Forge 15484 Second St. 303-26-7413-000 /28/A/1/D///2A 

John Wesley Church 40125 Bond St 303-36-2109-000 /28/A/1/B///5/ 

Methodist Church 40221 Main St 303-17-1175-000 /28/A/1/D//12/  

Mill 40105 Main St 303-36-0508-000 /28/A/1/A///1/ 

Nesbit Property 15443 Loyalty Rd 303-38-4618-000 /28//25/////1/  

North Meadow 
Loyalty Rd, NE boundary of 

Waterford Elementary School 

property 
303-28-5546-000 /28//25/////A/ 

Old School 40222 Fairfax St. 303-17-4967-000 /28/A/1/I//12/ 

Philips Farm 
West side of Village, entrance on 

Old Wheatland Rd 
341-10-3295-000 /28//29/////1/ 

Pink House 40174 Main St 303-26-8735-000 /28/A/1/B//23/  

Post Office 40175 Main St 303-26-6933-000 /28/A/1/A//20/  

Red Barn Behind 15483 Second St. 303-26-5626-000 /28/A/1/A//23A 

Schooley Mill Barn Janney St, west end 304-45-5972-000 /28////////10A 

Second St. School 15611 Second St. 304-46-2192-000 /28/A/1/A//41/ 

Glidden House 40180 Main St 303-26-8437-000 /28/A/1/B//22/  

Hough House 40158 Main St 303-26-6750-000 /28/A/1/B//14/  

Talbott House 40170 Main St 303-26-7641-000 /28/A/1/B//18/  

Tin Shop 15481 Second St. 303-26-6725-000 /28/A/1/A//22/ 

Tiscione Property 40170 Bond St 303-26-8392-000 /28/A/2/////4/  

Water St. Meadow 
Entrance off Water St, west of 

40266 Water St   
303-27-2253-000 /28////////30B 

Weavers Cottage 40188 Water St 303-27-0529-000 /28/A/1/B//26/  
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Appendix II 

Loudoun County Well Codes 

 

 
Code Definitions 

 
WWCO  =  Community well 

WWCS  =  Community spring 

WWDH  =  Dry well 

WWDU  =  Dug well 

WWHP  =  Heat pump well 

WWID  =  Industrial well 

WWIN  =  Individual well 

WWIR  =  Irrigation well 

WWMN  =  Monitor well 

WWNC  =  Non-community well 

WWOB  =  Observation well 

WWQM  =  Water quality monitoring well 

WWSP  =  Spring 

WWTS  =  Test well 

WWUN  =  Unknown well 
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Appendix II 

Loudoun County Parcel Database Maps 

 
North Meadow Wells 

WWIN-1998-0115 & WWIN-1998-0116(Nesbit) 

 

 
North Meadow Well 

WWIN-1998-0362(Bocek)  
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Appendix II 

Well Maps continued 

 
Water Street Meadow Wells, full view. 

 

 
Water Street Meadow Wells, SW corner view. 



14 

 

Appendix II 

Well Maps continued 

 
Old School Wells 

 

 
Mill Well 
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Appendix III 

Community Well Easement - 1974 
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Appendix III 

Pink House Easement – 1982 
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Appendix III 

Post Office Easement – 1985 
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Appendix III 

Weavers Cottage Easement – 1992 
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Appendix III 

Methodist Church Easement – 1994 
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Appendix III 

Storch Waterline Easement – 1996 
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Appendix III 

North Meadow Easement – 1999 
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Appendix IV 

WFI 1999 Well Policy (superseded by 2010 Policy) 
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Appendix IV 

WFI  2010 Amended Well Policy 
 

 
 

Post Office Box 142 - Waterford, Virginia 20197  (540) 882-3018  Fax: (540) 882-3921 

www.WaterfordFoundation.org  info@WaterfordFoundation.org 
 

WELL POLICY 

Adopted by the Board of Directors September 7, 1999 

As Amended by the Board of Directors October 19, 2010 

(To be considered when a Petitioner Seeks Permission to Dig a Well on Waterford Foundation Property) 

 

1. Request must be in writing and include: 
 

a. Verification from an official source that the property owner’s well is indeed dry. 
 

b. Verification that drilling a new well on their own land, enhancing the old well site, 
sharing a well or digging on adjacent land is not possible. 

 

c. A description/drawing of location on Waterford Foundation property where petitioner 
wishes to drill. 

 

2. When the written request is received and approved by the Board of Directors of the Waterford 
Foundation, temporary access will be granted for drilling at petitioner’s expense.  If this well is 
non-producing, the access ends and the area should be returned to its original condition. 

 

3. If the water production of the well is satisfactory (to both parties), then an easement may be 
granted.  Survey and legal costs of doing this are the petitioners. 

 
4. The Waterford Foundation is not responsible for the water quality or quantity.  The Waterford 

Foundation cannot be held liable for loss or injury resulting from actions of the petitioners. 

 
5. Maintenance and repair of the well and its pump are the responsibility of the petitioner. 

 
6. The cost of such an easement will be determined at fair market value.   

 

7. Each petition to the Waterford Foundation requesting permission to dig a well will be considered 
individually.  The above policy will be used to guide the Waterford Foundation policy. 

 
8. This policy does not mean that all requests will be granted; it is to ensure fair treatment when 

there is approval.   
 

 

 
 

The mission of the Waterford Foundation, Inc., is to preserve the historic buildings and the open spaces of the National Historic Landmark District of 

Waterford, Virginia; and through education, to increase the public's knowledge of life and work in an early American rural community. 
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